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Editorial

Saturday August 18, 2018

Unsettle crisis

The one thing that the people of the state would
perhaps be pining for at present is “if only....”.

If only-the state government would have heeded
the protests of the people and the opposition at
the outset before any instrument is being finalized
either for settling of the vex Naga issue. If only-
the state government have understand the emotion
of the public. If only- the state government have
been more transparent in its dealings, especially
when it concerns the interest of the public. If only-
the state government have recollect the series of
events that occurred in the state as the fall of
wrong decision that hurt the sentiments of the
people.

The present situation is a result of the failure
of the state government to perform its most basic
function- that of ensuring the welfare of its people-
economically and politically. The perennial effort
to appease the central government and to be in
its good books, and worse still, to maintain and
increase their coterie of unscrupulous racketeers
and swindlers to do their dirty deeds and biddings
have distanced the so called peoples’
representatives from the public. Distrust, suspicion
and lack of communication increases as a result.

The declaration by the major civil society
organization of the state as well as the main
opposition political parties including Congress to
convene a special state assembly session to discuss
the issue and to take a consensus harms none to
the ruling BJP led govt. as it is a matter of the
state.

The voice of the opposition on the present steps
being taken up by the state government as not
trustworthy conveys the manner in which the public
have come to view those at the helm of affairs. It
would not be an exaggeration to state that the
present set of ministers and MLAs has shifted their
focus from governance towards profiteering. Every
single activity is being carried out on consideration
of money and personal benefits and nothing else.
The practice had thus been institutionalized leading
to a trickle-down effect.

When thoughts about how to remain in power
filled the mind of those ruling the state, bureaucrats
and other political advisor had failed to give good
advice to the ministry regarding the development
to see from the perspective of the Constitution.
The issue of Article 370 and Article 35 which give
special status to the state of Jammu and Kashmir
has been not studied. Counter arguments which
could be established from the angle of the
constitution of India which is being pending in the
highest court of the country has not been studied
well.

Nothing is better when it come to the welfare
of the state. Already academic activities of the
Higher studies have been put to halt due to the
failure to understand the sentiments of the people
of the state particularly to those of the Manipur
University Community.

The state is at a standstill as of today, and the
hardest hit lot would have to be the people of the
state when any decision has been taken by the
parliament that divides the state in terms of
administration. The need of the hour is to convey
the message to the central government that the
state of Manipur still is united over its emotional
issues of integrity, for that a consensus of the
state assembly is needed besides the earlier
resolutions adopted as certain changes has been
seen taken up to solve the issue of the NSCN-IM.

Could the state government kindly enlighten the
public as to the rationale behind such a
consideration? Does it still believe that it can
somehow wriggle itself out of its present quandary?

2019 is not far from today and the beauty of
democracy is that certain issues which were not
handled with extreme seriousness understanding
the mindset of the people often ruin the fate of
any political party. The alternative isn’t much
comforting either, with most of the leaders being
outcasts of the present government or ones who
have been discarded by the people- a classic case
of old wine in new bottle. The ultimate responsibility
of protecting the interests of the public will
therefore come down to us, the general public
through our judicious choice of representatives who
can dig deep and fight our fight, not someone who
can shell out the highest bid for our mandate.
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Manipur:The Boiling Bowl of Ethnicity

By- Dr. Aaron Lungleng

The Land of Jewel or Switzerland the present habitat. Some were duenguage. Names such as ‘Hunglherefore, Makhel occupy a very
of India has now become theto pressure of population andwung'/Tatar etc. and other names likeimportant place from a historical
epicenter of ethnic conflict apparensome due to ecological and'Hungshi’ ‘Yang’ among the point of view not only for the Mao
to tremor any time suspected ofnvironmental hazards and forTangkhul Naga traced their historyalone but for the Nagas as a whole.
erupting ethnic inferno. The boiling some, due to socio-political issueso Hwang-Ho River or China. Human(Maheo M. Lorho, 2004).

bowl lies in the North-Eastern region(Shinmi, 1988). “One of the factor sacrifices when chiefs died drawn The Nagas is a generic name
of Indian Sub-continent, betweenof their migration withirAsia was parallel practices among the Chinesapplies to all the people inhabiting
23.3N-25.3N Latitude and 93%- the expansion of the Chinese Hamnd Nagas are some of the instanceis. the Naga Hills that refers to the
95.3E Longitudes. The total area ofpeople pushing southwards aghe Chinese and Nagas share eonfluence of India, China and
Manipur is 22,327 sgq. Km. Out of population grew in the valley of common belief that the spirit of aMyanmarThe area which lies at the
which only 2,238 sq.km is valley the Yellow River (Gerald, 1972). person could work actively; these aréri-junction is about 1, 20,000 sq.km
while, the remaining areas areThey filled up sub-tropical and the few illustrations of the commonlies within 93°E-96°E longitudes and
covered by Hills. The people oftropical China and the pressure obelief of the Sino-Nagas from the very23 %2 °N-28°N latitudes (Raising et.
Manipur State are distinctly groupedpopulation  triggered  the ancienttimes. al.,1994). In the word of J.Rills
into three main ethnic communitiesmomentum which sets off ripples Oral traditions abound among1922), the area inhabited by the
Meiteis (inclusive of the Meitei of migration which affected the the many Naga tribes regarding hovNaga is “bounded by the Hukawng
Bamon and the Meitei Pangans)whole of Asia (Sardesai, 1981). they came, dispersed, etc., Folk songsalley in the northeast, the plain of
Whereas, the hills are inhabitedThese immigrants’ tribe took folk tales and stories of Nagas tell8rahmaputra valley to the north-
predominantly by the tribal dividing different routes. Some took thethe latest waves of migration and thevest, Cachar to the south-west and
into two main ethnic-dominations Himalayan section which extendsparticular spot from where they tookChindwin (river) to the east. In the
namely Nagas in the north, east anadlown through the Patkahrakan off are traced back to China as theisouth, the Manipur valley roughly
west whereas Chin-Kuki-Mizos in Yoma, and Bandarch towards root habitation. According to marks the point of contact between
the South. It will be worthy to study Sumatra and Java, and some tooRhimray R.R. (1985), the Nagas hadhe Naga tribes and the very much
the sensitivities among thethe Pacific section extend fromfirst followed the southward more closely interrelated group of
ambiguous ethnic anthology withinFormosa through the Philippinesmovement and after reaching th&uki-Chin-Mizo tribe.

one administrative entity Borneo and on to Japan. Smithcoast or some island, they turned The area of the present
The Nagas 1925, Hodson, 1911, Hutton, 1921north-west, but left their brothersNagaland State is 16,579 Sq. Km and
William Watson (1961), basically for Vissie, 2008 agued that perhaps somewhere near the coast or perhapise Nagas areas in Manipur measure
much of history South EasAsian the Nagas were among thosén some island. They take thel5,519sq. Km. Many Nagas such as
earliest settlers were Paleolithic otribes who migrated from China andwestward movement and finallySomras Tangkhul, Kongyaks,
pre-Paleolithic food gatherers,settled on the way in the Naga Hillsreached Burma from there they cam&hiemngans, andfimchungers etc.
hunters, fishers and folk who hadThe sinologist Derk Bodde positsto the present hills. The hypothesigre living in the Naga Hills of Burma
made the transition to stone-usingn The Cambridge History of of the Nagas that come from the seéMyanmar)Today one will find the
culture. A Hindu epic tells the China stated that “for every man cost or at least from some islands idlagas in four divided folds in India
presence of the Mongoloids in Indiawhom Meng Tian could put to strengthened by the lifestyle of theand another two folds in the province
as early as 2500-2000 BCwork at the scene of actualNagas and the ornaments being useaf Kachins and Shans State of Burma
Archaeological excavations found,construction of the Gre&wall of till today. Their fondness of cowrie (Myanmar) numbering to 4 million in
such as stone and bone tools, a&hina, dozens must have beeshells for beautifying the dress, anghopulation” (www.tangkhul.com
well as animal remains as evidenceeeded to build approaching roadsise of conch shells as ornamentassessed 21/4/2010). In the Indian
of SoneAge habitation in the four and to transport supplies”(Bodde(precious, valuable and prestigiouside, there ar&6 tribes in Nagaland
caves of Khangkhui Caves located 978, p. 63). This was supportedo them are marine gastropods whicland 32 tribes in Manipphssam and
near Khangkhui, some 11 kilometerdy the Han dynasty are found only on the sea beache®runachal Pradesh. Tanai
(6.8 mi) southeast of Ukhrul statesman ZhufMan's description and the fact that the Nagas have marip Kachin state of Myanmar is
District on the border with Upper of Qin Shi Huangs Ordos project customs and way of life very similarpopulated by th&angshang Nagas
Burma (Sharmd..C. Pandey S.N. Ed. in 128 BC.“When the populace to that of those living in the remotewhile KhamtiTownship is populated
1985). The first evidence had become, tired and weatlyey part of Borneo, Sarawak, Indonesiaaltogether by all the Naga tribes.
of Pleistocene man in the northeasitarted to disperse and escapéalaysia etc. indicates that theirAround 120000 Nagas are said settle
India dates back to about 30,000 BCThe orphans, the frail, theancientabode was near the sea, if natthe Naga Self-Administered Zone
Other notable caves nearby includevidowed and the seniors werein some Islands. Itis also said that ifSagaing Division). Therefore, the
Hunding Caves, 11 kilometersdesperately trying to escape fronremote past one party having piercedtretch of Naga Hills in the tri-
(6.8 miles) south of Ukhrul (Ukhrul their appallingly derelict state andears left Chiangmai area in Thailandjunction of China, India, and
district), Purul Cave in Purul wandered away from their homeThis group of people with pierced eardMyanmar is the home of the Nagas
(Senapati District) and the Song(Yap 2009, p. 159). is again seen by the Burmese whwith its exotic culture that branched
Ring rock shelter in the Beyang As of Marshall (1960), on know them as Na Ka (Na means edrom Chinese civilization.

village in Tengnoupal in Chandel the basis of information receivedand Ka means holes in Burmese) so Initially the first confrontation
district (O.K. Singh, 1984)0ne of from Dr. Berthold Laufer‘the early in Burmese Na ka means people witkwith the British was when Capt.
archaeologist most valuablehome of the peoples of Easterrholesinthe ears. This eventis furthedenkins and Capt. Pamperton
findings is a pebble chopping toolAsia was in the upper reaches ofubstantiated by the account ofmarched from Manipur and set foot
discovered in the Maring Nagathe Hwang-ho oivellow river in  Burmese. “According to Burmeseinto the landAngami region in Naga
village, Machi, in the Chandel China and from this centethe Census report, successive incursioHills in 1830 via Popolongmai and
district. The Marings Nagas are ondibetans moved westward; theof the so-called Tibeto-BurmanSamaguting (B.@G\llen, 1905)Then,

of the oldest tribes of Manipur andearly tribes of Indo- China people come from a region of westeran imaginary line within the Naga
this finds are considered as @&outhward, and the ChineseChina between the source of HwangHills stretch started to draw for the
landmark in the Paleolithic South-Eastccepting this view of Ho and Yangtse-Kiang rivers” convenience of the British
archaeology of Manipyras it Marshall, the Nagas can be said t¢Chatterjee, 1950). administration. Furthetndian after
confirmed, the area was inhabited bjave followed the early tribes of Many scholars of the Nagashe feed from the British yoke,
Neolithic people from the early Indo-China group. “The Nagas areare of the opinion that the Nagadivided the Nagas and putting
Stone Age or lower Paleolithic a blend of early aboriginal migration waves took from two them under different administrative
period. populations referred to asdirections, namely SoutheaAsia states such a8ssam, Nagaland,
New Sone Age findings in the Mongoloid peoples that migratedand Easterffibet orWestern China. Manipur andArunachal Pradesh to
Tharon Caves inTamenglong from China 12,000 years ago,”lIt was followed that the Nagasloosen the Nagas cultural and
district provide the first concrete(Frans Welman, 2007). By passing through the mainland and thpolitical solidarity As a result, the
evidence of Hoabinhian culture indiscerning into the Naga legends|rrawaddy and Chindwin valley greatest conglomeration of Nagas
India, a Mesolithic Southeassian tales, stories and folk songs whiclduring the Paleolithic or Neolithkge  scattered into pieces. The present
cultural pattern based on historiavere verbally passed on to thehad gradually moved up and finallyNagaland State of 1963 came into
finds from the village of Haobihian succeeding generations, we locateettled at Hsawngsup, nowbeing as an outcome of the divide
in NorthVietnam. Similar relics have the Nagas origin in the giantThangdautin Burma (pronounced aand rule policy of India executed
been found in Thailand at the SpiritAsian Civilization. Samsok ifangkhul) from where they through the Naga People’
Caves as well as in Burma and othefrom the early period, Chinesefinally moved to the homeland thatconvention (NPC) to douse the
places in Southeaésia. Tharon is civilization maturely developed. are occupied todafheir migration flame of nationalism when the
a Liangmei Naga village where theElizabeth Seegein “The Pageant movement is traced through legends\agas spirit runs very high for self-
five caves and rock shelters were firsbf Chinese History’, NewyYork, stories and folk songs and that mosietermination. Thus, the majority
explored in December 1979 by thel934, writes “when the Pyramidsof the Nagas tribe affirmed to haveNaga population and their land are
State Archaeology Department. were being built in the valley of come out of a ‘hole’, here the hole idivided and placed under the
Tharons edge-ground pebble toolsthe Nile, China too was building the earth is likely to refer to a cave osympathy of the different Indian
are similar to finds from Burma, up her early kingdom along thewall or to a rugged ridge (Shimray Unitary Government. The present
ThailandVietnam, Malaysia and the Hwang-Ho, and when BabylonianR.R, 1985). struggle for the self-determination
Philippines where they were usedvise men were studying the stars Another authentic theory onis due to the repercussion of the
about 7000-8000 BC. Possible datesieasuring the skyChinese were Naga dispersal is that; the Nagasndian divisive politics.
for the Neolithic age in northeastmaking a calendar and foretellingforefather came from a watery domairHistorically, Nagas are not Indian
India are between 500 BC 2000 BCthe eclipses.” Similarljthe Nagas through the ‘Hourie river’ (tributary subjects. The Indian national
It is probable that the sites arebelieve to lead by reading humarof Chindwin in Myanmar) and anthem openly and vibrantly
already inhabited by Neolithic menevents through cosmologicalreached the valley and settledleclared its people and
in or around 2000 BC. phenomena. They believed that ithere, but because of mosquit@eographical landscape. The
Although the presence ofthe corona of the sunis circled bymenace they move northward to @resent Northeast was not at all
Mongoloid groups in the Northeasta ring, it signifies the death of aplace called Makhrefii (which is part and parcel as well as the dream
region had been detected as earlghief or noblesOn the day oAZ. commonly called Makhel). Hardly of Bharat. Rabindranaffagore in
as 10 B.C. the Nagas had maintainehizo rainbow over Khonoma wasany theory may stand against thisound mind and knowledge
little outside contact till the later partsaid to witness, again prior to Issapopular theory of dispersal ascomposed the anthem according to
of the 13th centuryThe existence Chishi Swu a circle on the coronabelief, taboo, and relics whichwhat and what who Bharat was. The
of Naga was mentioned by Ptolemywas manifest and on his death, amany Nagas tribes considered asccupation of the Nagas solely
the great Greek Philosopher of theainbow over his native village wassacred to them holds the supportonfined to the Jawaharlal Nehru
2 centuryA.D., in about 15@\.D, testified. Such were the two majomwith evidences. This sacred placegotistic interest of subjugation
who heard of this people during hissvents Nagas seen during theiis situated at Mao- Maram regionelse the Nagas lives within a good
visit to Western and Southern Indiadecade of resistance movement kilometers away from the Nationalsocial and political set up of
as a wild people with a characteristiavhen their greatest national leadershighway 53. The name for Makhelsocialist democratic fully in self-
flat nose of the Mongol race. Thesadie. is ‘Makhefii’ in Mao, ‘Mekhroma’ independent sovereign village
Mongoloids groups irAsia took Nagas are a speaker of both Sindn Angami, ‘Makhel’in Tangkhul state.

different reasons and routes to entefibeto and Tibeto- Burmeseand ‘Mahou’ in Zelliangrong. (To be continued)




